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a peer, except a seat in Parliament. A widow
or wife of a peer is also privileged, but on
marriage with a commoner loses the right of
trial by the Upper House. Morganatic mar-
riage legitimizes offspring, but gives no claim
to the father's rank or property. The title
'lord' is extended by right or courtesy to most
members of the peerage, and to their children
(with exceptions); also to bishops of the
Church of England and colonial bishops, but
not, as an undisputed right, to bishops suf-
fragan, missionary, or Scottish or Irish pre-
lates. The daughters of earls, dukes, and mar-
quises are entitled to be called 'Lady.' The
younger sons of earls and all younger chil-
dren of viscounts and barons may use 'Hon-
ourable* before one of their Christian names.

Pegasus, in ancient Greek legend, was a
horse with wings which sprang from the
blood of the Gorgon Medusa when Perseus
cut off her head. Bellerophon caught him
while drinking at the fountain of Pirene, on
the Acrocorinthus. Mounted on Pegasus,
Bellerophon killed the Chimaera. Later Belle-
rophon tried to ascend to heaven, but fell
to earth; while Pegasus continued his ascent,
and was placed among the stars.

Pegasus, an ancient Greek constellation
lying between Andromeda and the head of
Aquarius.

Pegmatite, a term used for extremely
coarse-grained granites, especially those oc-
curring in veins.

Pehlevi, or Pahlavi, a language of the
Parsers, or Parsis, which, flourishing between
the third and the ninth century, came be-
tween Zend and modern Persian, and bears
considerable resemblance to the latter.

Peiping, the new name of Peking, former
capital of China. In 1928 the Nationalists,
the ruling party of China under Gen. Chiang
Kaishek renamed the city. See PEKING.

Peirce, Benjamin (1809-80), American
mathematician and astronomer, was born in
Salem, Mass. He stimulated public interest
in astronomy and led to the foundation and
equipment of Harvard Observatory. During
1852-67 he supervised the longitude determi-
nations of the U. S. Coast Survey, and from
1867 to 1874 was superintendent of the sur-
vey. Analytic Mechanics (1855-7) was the
first great mathematical work produced in
the United States.

Peirce, Charles S. (1839-1914), philoso-
pher, son of Benjamin Peirce, the mathe-
matician, developed the philosophical con-
cept of pragmatism which, to distinguish it

from William James's similar theory, he later
called pragmaticism. Peirce's philosophy has
become of increasing importance and influ-
enced the thought of John Dewey and the
behaviorists twenty years after his death.
Peirce lectured at Johns Hopkins, Harvard
and the Lowell Institute.

Pekin, city, Illinois, county seat of Taze-
well co. It is situated in a productive agri-
cultural district, and there are bituminous
coal deposits in the vicinity; p. 19,407.

Peking (now Peiping), ('Northern Capi-
tal') , city, former capital of the Republic of
China, in the province of Chili; 80 m. w.
of Tientsin, with which it is connected by rail.
It is situated on a flat, sandy plain, is sur-
rounded by high walls, and covers an area of
about 20 square miles. The climate is generally
dry and bracing, though there are from 6 to 8
weeks of extremely hot weather in the sum-
mer. Periodical dust storms of considerable
violence occur. Peiping consists of two distinct
parts, the northern or Tartar city, and the
southern or Chinese city. In the center of ,the
Tartar city, occupying about two square
miles, is the Imperial City shut off by a wall
20 ft. high, within which were the residences
of the princes and high Manchu officials of
the old regime. Within the Imperial City, also
surrounded by walls, is the Forbidden City,
which, until after the Boxer rebellion, no for-
eigner was allowed to enter. Here were the
palaces, royal residences, and gardens. South
and a little to the east of the Forbidden City,
is the legation quarter, which was the scene of
fierce fighting during the Boxer rebellion.
The southern or Chinese city is rectangular
in shape, projecting beyond the Tartar city
on either side. Large portions of this city are
unoccupied, but it contains the greater part
of the population and most of the business is
carried on here. Its chief features of interest
are the Temple of Heaven, where semi-annu-
ally the emperor was wont to offer prayer and
sacrifice amidst the most imposing ceremo-
nies. Porcelains, embroideries, Tibetan and
Mongolian brass, carpets, rugs, and jewels
are among the articles for which it is cele-
brated. The Japanese seized the city in 1937
and continue to occupy it; p. 1,550,000.

Peking, University of, an institution of
higher learning in Peking, China, founded by
Imperial Edict in 1897. After a somewhat
precarious career it was reorganized in 1916.

Pelagic Animals, those which inhabit the
open sea. They are contrasted, on the one
hand, with those which live on the sea bot-